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VOCATIONAL PROGRAM UPDATE! 
 
The vocational program at the H.E.R.O. Residence for 
Orphans is teaching our children valuable life skills in a fun 
and engaging way.  The practical skills taught in our 
program prepare the children to be independent and able to 
care for themselves by the time they reach adulthood.  

Another benefit of the program is that it gives children the 
opportunity to experience a variety of trades.  If they show a 

talent and interest in a certain area, we encourage them to pursue that as a possible career path.  
 

Culinary Arts: In the culinary arts program, the children have learned a variety of techniques.  They 

have been taught to properly clean and store meats and produce, measure ingredients, and clean up 
after themselves.  They have prepared many traditional Haitian meals such as rice with chicken and 
bean sauce, spaghetti casserole, and chicken soup.  They have even learned to make a few delicious 
desserts!   

 
Tailoring: Learning to make clothing patterns, weaving, hand sewing, and 

machine sewing are all a part of our tailoring program.  The children have 
woven placemats for the table, embroidered personalized picture frames, and 
even sewn skirts for the girls.   
 

Technology: In the technology program the children have been learning how 

to type properly, how to search for information on the internet, and even video 
editing skills!  They also use Skype to keep in touch with their sponsors and 
H.E.R.O. volunteers who have returned home.  The children have also enjoyed 
learning to use Kindle Fires to read and play educational games. 
  

 

 

      H.E.R.O. has partnered with Vehicles For Charity, a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit       

             organization, to process the donation of your car, truck, motorcycle, boat,  

            recreational vehicle, camper, and more!  To donate your vehicle, please call  

            1-866-628-CARS or visit www.vehiclesforcharity.org. 
 

Luckneau with the picture 
frame he embroidered 

Haiti’s national dish: diri kole 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

 
Greetings H.E.R.O. Supporters! 
 
 

The past three months have been absolutely 
unbelievable in Haiti!  We successfully implemented 
our summer activities, including impressive culinary 
arts and tailoring programs, technology and tennis 
classes, and quality daily academic instruction.  
Additionally, in the past three months we have doubled 
the number of orphans in our care, hosted numerous 
volunteers, and made an impact in the lives of some of 
the neediest children in Haiti.  These tremendous 
achievements were only made possible because of your continued support of H.E.R.O.  Thank you for 
helping H.E.R.O. become a leading provider of orphan care in Haiti! 

 
During the month of July you should have received our 
Annual Fund Appeal and a call from our dedicated group of 
volunteers.  As a result of your generosity H.E.R.O. raised 
over $27,000.00 for the continued operation of our programs!  
At H.E.R.O. it is our goal to ensure that our supporters are as 
informed as possible with regard to the specifics of our 
operation in Haiti.  We are always available and eager to 
share with you all aspects of our programs from the 
administration of funds to the purchasing of school books for 
each child.  You are our best advocate, and we thank you for 
your donation to the H.E.R.O. Annual Fund! 
 
As we prepare for the 
opening of the school 
year during the month 
of October, I have 

one final appeal.  Please take a moment to consider sponsoring 
one of the orphans in our care.  For only $35.00 a month you can 
provide a safe and loving home, three nutritious meals daily, and 
a free education for a deserving child.  Your recurring donation 
will ensure the sustainability of our programs and enable 
H.E.R.O. to continue to provide quality and effective programs.  
We thank you for making a difference in the lives of children, and 
look forward to our continued partnership in changing the lives of 
orphans in Haiti! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steven M. Kirby, Ed.D  
 
 
 

 



 

H.E.R.O. WELCOMES NEW CHILDREN! 
 

WOLDISON JOHN: Woldison John and his twin brother were just babies 

when their mother died from malaria. Devastated and unable to support his 
family alone, their father attempted to illegally immigrate to the Bahamas. 
He had hoped to find stable employment, but instead he met with 
misfortune. The overcrowded boat sank in the middle of the voyage, and 
Woldison’s father drowned. Orphaned by the time they were a year old, 
Woldison and his brother were taken in by their extended family. They 
joined the nine other family members already living in a tiny, two-room 
shack made of mud bricks and topped with a tin roof. Rain and rodents entered the small structure at will, 
while the adults took turns sleeping outside on the porch because there was simply not enough room 
inside for all of the bodies. It was difficult enough finding money for food and clean drinking water. There 
was certainly not enough to afford school tuition, books, and uniforms. Everyone had to do their part for 

the family to survive. Woldison helped out by gathering firewood, 
collecting water, and washing dishes. 

At the age of 7, Woldison came to live at the H.E.R.O. Residence for 
Orphans. He now sleeps well in a comfortable bed with a full belly. 
He no longer has to worry about the rain or rats disturbing his sleep. 
Woldison is excited to start first grade in the fall and looks forward to 
learning how to read. During his free time, Woldison can often be 
found playing catch with his brother or constructing houses and cars 
with Legos. Woldison would like to become an engineer and build 
strong houses for the people of Haiti. 

WOLDJIMY JOHN: Woldjimy John and his twin brother were just babies 

when their mother became ill. Having no medical clinic in their village, she 
made the long painful, journey to the hospital in the city. When she arrived, 
she was diagnosed with malaria, but by then it was too late. She was too ill 
even to leave the hospital, and the treatments were not enough to keep her 
alive. Devastated and unable to support the family on his own, the twins’ 
father left them in the care of their grandmother and went in search of 
employment. Taking the little money he had, he traveled north to Port-de-
Paix and paid for passage on a boat that would help him illegally immigrate 
to the Bahamas. Between the rocking waves of a storm and the 
overcrowded, poorly-maintained boat, the small vessel capsized. Unable to 
swim, the boys’ father drowned. Orphaned by the time they were a year old, Woldjimy and his brother 
were taken in by their extended family. They joined the nine other family members already living in a tiny, 
two-room shack made of mud bricks and covered with a tin roof. Their family scraped together what food 
they could to feed the many mouths, but often it was just not enough. Many nights Woldjimy went to bed 
hungry, dreaming not of food, but the chance to attend school.  
 
Now 7 years old, Woldjimy has joined the H.E.R.O. family. He happily eats three nutritious meals each 
day and eagerly awaits the fall when he will begin school. He has already started learning to write his 
letters in preparation for that day. Inquisitive by nature, Woldjimy seeks to understand the world and 
everything around him. Whether it is learning English phrases, making his bed, or playing a new game, 
Woldjimy persists until he gets it right. Woldjimy dreams of becoming a doctor and saving others from the 
illness that killed his mother. We are proud to help him reach that goal.      
 

 

Child Sponsorship 
 

For $35 a month, you can 

make a meaningful impact 

in the life of an orphan in 

Haiti.  To learn more about 

sponsoring a child, visit 

www.haitihero.org/sponsor 
 

http://www.haitihero.org/woldjimy.html
http://www.haitihero.org/woldison.html
http://www.haitihero.org/sponsor


  
 

H.E.R.O. WELCOMES SUMMER VOLUNTEERS 

This summer brought another group of H.E.R.O. volunteers!  In 
June, we were happy to welcome back Toni Burns, who also 
volunteered with us last summer.  She brought with her many 
materials we needed to start the vocational programs, including 
two Kindle Fires and a Kindle Touch.  Her work project was a 
Ping-Pong table—a big hit with the kids.  Next to visit were Kelly 
Graves and Eileen Doherty.  As educators, these ladies used 
their expertise and taught English and art classes.  This was 
especially beneficial for the newest children at the house who 
had very little experience in either area.  We thank all of our 
volunteers for their donations, but most importantly we thank 
them for coming and giving their time, expertise, and love! 

 

$30,000 RAISED IN 3 MONTHS! 

Dan Hildebrand and Sarah Shackleton set a goal to raise 
$30,000 to construct the first building of the H.E.R.O. Youth 
Development Center, and in just three months they have 
accomplished that goal!  From California to England they 
organized fundraisers, including a theater performance where 
the proceeds were donated to H.E.R.O.  Through events like 
this, H.E.R.O.’s vision was shared, and the outpouring of 
support was tremendous.  We cannot thank them enough for 
their efforts to make the H.E.R.O. Youth Development Center a 
reality. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

For more information visit us on the web: www.haitihero.org 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@haitihero.org or call 888-315-HERO.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please send an e-mail to info@haitihero.org. 
 

 

H.E.R.O. has partnered with Baking for 

Good, an online bakery that donates 15% 

of every purchase to H.E.R.O.  Orders are 

packaged individually and sent right to 

your door.  To place your order and 

support our mission visit 

www.bakingforgood.com. 

 
 

Online Donations 
Online donations can be made on 
our website www.haitihero.org. 
Donations can be one-time or 
recurring, and are tax-deductible 
in the United States. 

 

Mail in a Donation 
If you would prefer to donate by 
mail, you can send a check made 
out to H.E.R.O. to: 
     
    H.E.R.O 
    P.O. Box 480820 
    Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33348 

 

Donate Items 
We are always in need of 
donations in the form of books, 
school supplies, new clothes for 
the children, etc.  For a more 
comprehensive list, e-mail 
info@haitihero.org.  All donations 
can be sent to our address in 
Florida. 
 

Housing, Education, and Rehabilitation 

of Orphans is a registered tax-exempt 

501(c)(3) Public Charity in the U.S.A. 
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