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PAYING IT FORWARD 

H.E.R.O.’s mission is to serve the most disenfranchised youth in 
Haiti. We give each orphan the highest quality of care with numerous 
enrichment activities. The children at H.E.R.O. are grateful and 
appreciate the new direction their lives have taken; however, this is 
not enough. At H.E.R.O., we teach our children that just as they 
have been blessed with opportunities, they are responsible for 
making a difference in the lives of those around them.  
 

Suzanne and Austin Thomas-Meyer heard about our program and decided to get involved. They arrived 
in Haiti to visit H.E.R.O. for a week. Their goal? To organize a service project so the kids at H.E.R.O. 
could experience the joy of helping others in need. Hiring a local painter to guide them through the 
process, Suzanne, Austin, and the children at H.E.R.O. painted the exterior of Hope Home, an 
orphanage near the H.E.R.O. House. Hope Home serves mentally disabled and handicapped children, 
so they got a chance to interact with the kids and put smiles on their faces. They even painted a mural in 
the outdoor play area. A big thanks to Suzanne and Austin for spending a week of their summer break 
and teaching our kids the joy of service! 

A TRUE SUCCESS STORY 

Three years ago we found Robenson living with his sister and aunt in a 
dilapidated tent that had flooded from a recent storm.  He was malnourished, 
not in school, and had just lost both of his parents.  Robenson was headed 
toward a life filled with misery, a deplorable situation with no future in sight.  
Flash forward three years and Robenson’s life has completely changed.  Not 
only is Robenson surviving, but he is thriving at the H.E.R.O. House!  In May 
Robenson won second place in the Haiti National Chess Tournament, an 
annual event that brings together hundreds of junior chess players from all 
over Haiti. The summer brought even more success for Robenson as he 
competed in multiple tennis tournaments, twice winning second place in the 
14s age category. We are even more impressed with his academic 
achievement this year, successfully passing the 6th grade National Exam, a 
required exam that students must complete prior to entering the next phase of 
education in Haiti.  For Robenson, being part of the H.E.R.O. family has made a true difference in his life.  
Although he often reflects on the loss of his parents, he is thankful that he no longer has to live in a tent, 
not knowing where his next meal will come from.  At H.E.R.O. we are so proud of Robenson and 
everything he has achieved.  Robenson exemplifies what it means to be a H.E.R.O. in Haiti.  
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EDUCATION/SPORTS PIPELINE 

I was raised with the idea that with a good education and hard work 
I could do and become anything.  I brought this “American Dream” 
philosophy with me to Haiti, naively believing that it could be applied 
to any place, for anyone.  What I found instead was quite disturbing.  
The high school graduation rate in Haiti is a mere 6 percent, with 
many of those graduates unable to afford college or even find a 
decent job.  This is the reality that the children at the H.E.R.O. 
House will face as they continue their high school education and 
prepare for life beyond H.E.R.O.  There is hope, however, in what 
we call the Education/Sports Pipeline: a way for our kids to attend 
colleges and universities in the United States, for free! 

 
The Education/Sports Pipeline 
focuses on four key components to 
successfully attend college or 
university in the United States.  The 
four “A”s as we call them are Academics, Athletics, Abroad, and Aid.  A 
prospective student that has strong academics, is athletically talented in a 
particular sport, comes from a country abroad, and is in need of financial 
aid has a very strong chance of earning scholarships to the institution of 
their choice in the United States.  It is this Education/Sports Pipeline that 
will enable H.E.R.O. to work with the most vulnerable children in Haiti and 
create a pathway for them to reach a level of success never thought 
possible. 
 
Over the summer I had the opportunity to visit the No Quit Tennis 
Academy, a truly unbelievable organization in Las Vegas that boasts a 
100% acceptance rate for their student-athletes into Division 1 sports 
programs at various universities across the United States.  I spent several 

days with Director Tim Blenkiron and Professional Tennis Player Brian Battistone participating and 
learning about what makes an education/sports academy successful.  They inspired and showed me that 
the Education/Sports Pipeline is a viable opportunity for the H.E.R.O. kids in Haiti and one that should be 
implemented to its full potential. 
 
We are still five years away from our first H.E.R.O. 
graduate applying to colleges and universities in the United 
States.  We have started to focus on the 4 “A”s early, with 
the belief that if we successfully implement the 
Education/Sports Pipeline our children will not only finish 
high school, but will have an amazing opportunity to further 
their academic and athletic development.  We want to 
break the cycle of high school graduates in Haiti becoming 
stagnant and unemployed. We must work to create 
opportunities for our children so that we can truly believe 
that with education and hard work anything is possible, that 
there is a “Haitian Dream”.  
 
Dr. Steven M. Kirby, President 
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THOUGHTS FROM A H.E.R.O. KID 

We asked our kids for a volunteer writer and Billy enthusiastically agreed!  Here is what he had to say! 
 
HI!  My name is Billy and I am 15-years-old. I have lived at the 
H.E.R.O. House for three years.  I really like what H.E.R.O. is doing for 
us in Haiti.  The H.E.R.O. rules are good and they help us to put 100% 
in everything we do.  My dream is to give the same opportunity to other 
kids who are born in Haiti.  At the H.E.R.O. House they treat us with 
politeness and they are always there to help us if any one of us is sick.  
I have learned self-control, that there is a time for work and time for 
play, and to help others.  These are the reasons that I like H.E.R.O. 
and I will give that same opportunity to other kids who are poor in Haiti. 

 

STAFF MEMBER HIGHLIGHT: Maitre Ernso Louis  

The success of the H.E.R.O. House is dependent upon a team of 
highly-qualified, engaging staff. One exemplary member of our team 
is Maitre Ernso Louis, our afternoon tutor. Although the children 
attend a local school in our neighborhood, Haitian schools release 
around 1:00 P.M. Students are then given a significant amount of 
studying and homework to complete outside of school. Maitre Ernso 
began working with the H.E.R.O. children in 2012, providing them 
with tutoring and assisting them with their homework. Maitre Ernso’s 
high-quality instruction and differentiation pushes each child to 
reach his potential. Each child at H.E.R.O. had lost at least one year 

of schooling by the time they arrived in our care, but Maitre Ernso works tirelessly with the children to 
help them not only succeed in the grade level they are in, but he also provides them with advanced 
material. This year we had three fifth-graders in a 5th/6th grade split classroom. Because of the support 
and preparation from Matire Ernso, all three children were able to take the national 6th grade exam a year 
early, and they all passed! In addition to that, three of our children placed first in their class. This is an 
incredible accomplishment, and we are so proud of our children and so thankful for the dedication of 
Matire Ernso. 

 
H.E.R.O. SPONSORS FIVE SUMMER TOURNAMENTS 

H.E.R.O. made history in Haiti this summer by sponsoring the first ever countrywide multi-sport 
competition.  In collaboration with the Association pour le Developpement Academique et Sportif Haitien 
(ADASH), each one-day competition brought junior athletes together for tournaments in track and field, 
chess, and tennis.  The five competitions drew junior athletes from every part of Haiti resulting in the 
participation of more than 250 boys and girls between the ages of 
10-18 at each tournament.  The competitions were held at the Centre 
Sportif Carrefour, a sports complex built in the 1980s that houses a 
400 meter track, two tennis courts, three volleyball courts, soccer 
fields, and an Olympic size swimming pool all in one location.  As 
summer ends and the school year begins, H.E.R.O. and ADASH 
plan to hold six multi-sport competitions during the academic school 
year.  Each multi-sport competition is an opportunity for junior 
athletes in Haiti to demonstrate their talent and develop valuable life 
skills for future success in Haiti or abroad. 
 

 

Child Sponsorship 
 

For $35 a month, you can 

make a meaningful impact 

in the life of a child in 

Haiti.  To learn more about 

sponsoring a child, visit 

www.haitihero.org/sponsor 
 

http://www.haitihero.org/woldjimy.html
http://www.haitihero.org/woldison.html
http://www.haitihero.org/sponsor


  

MUSIC TO OUR EARS 

Each child at the H.E.R.O. House has an individualized 
schedule tailored to his needs and interests. While everyone’s 
summer schedule has been full of activity—academic tutoring, 
English classes, tennis lessons, and vocational training—the 
children at H.E.R.O. have also had a few hours each day 

during which they can participate in 
additional activities of their choice. 
Jude and Gary were excited to 
finally begin piano lessons! They 
practice every day, and twice a 
week they get to take lessons from 
Maestro Samuel. They are learning 
music theory as well as learning to 

read music and, of course, play songs. Gary’s favorite song is 
called “The Man in the Moon” and Jude loves to play “Swans 
on the Lake”. Gary would like to play in a famous band, and 
Jude thinks he would like to teach piano lessons someday. 
Although they’ve just recently begun, the house is already 
filled with joyful sounds of music! 
 

AGRICULTURAL EXPERIENCE 

We know our kids are on the right track when they begin to 
take their own initiative to do something positive for the 
H.E.R.O. House!  To be honest, with all of the activities taking 
place over this past year (tennis, school, tutoring, music, 
chess, etc.), our garden has not received much attention.  We 
were so excited when Franky and Billy asked if they could start 
our garden again! They tilled the soil and started their 
seedlings in bio-degradable cups.  After only a few days the plants started to grow!  Franky and Billy 
planted lettuce, green peppers, broccoli, and tomatoes.  Together they make sure the seedlings get 
enough sun and water throughout the day, and they look forward to transplanting the seedlings into the 
garden. We are so proud of both Billy and Franky for taking the initiative to make a difference in the lives 
of all of us at the H.E.R.O. House! 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
For more information visit us on the web: www.haitihero.org 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@haitihero.org.  

To remove your name from our mailing list, please send an e-mail to info@haitihero.org. 
 

Online Donations 
Online donations can be made on 
our website www.haitihero.org. 
Donations can be one-time or 
recurring, and are tax-deductible 
in the United States. 

 

Mail in a Donation 
If you would prefer to donate by 
mail, you can send a check made 
out to H.E.R.O. to: 
     
    H.E.R.O. 
    P.O. Box 480820 
    Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33348 

 

Donate Items 
We are always in need of 
donations in the form of books, 
school supplies, new clothes for 
the children, etc.  For a more 
comprehensive list, e-mail 
info@haitihero.org.  All donations 
can be sent to our address in 
Florida. 
 

Housing, Education, and Rehabilitation 

of Orphans is a registered tax-exempt 

501(c)(3) Public Charity in the U.S.A. 
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