
  
 

 

We Are 

Headed Back 

to Las Vegas! 
  
 

 
 

HELP H.E.R.O. GO TO LAS VEGAS! 
 

H.E.R.O. has once again been invited to participate in rigorous tennis training at the No Quit 
Tennis Academy in Las Vegas.  With your support, four of our H.E.R.O. scholar athletes will 
make the journey from Haiti to Las Vegas in July to spend two months at one of the top tennis 
academies in the United States. Training at this elite academy will not only provide our athletes 
with high-level instruction, but also give them the opportunity to hone their skills by practicing 
with the top junior athletes from the U.S.  The mental, technical, physical, and tactical training 
are extremely intense.  The No Quit Academy has generously offered a 60% weekly tuition 
discount, but we need your help to get there!  We must raise $13,000 by June 15th in order to 
make this trip possible.  Please help us provide a truly unique opportunity for some of the most 
deserving children in Haiti! 
 

MATCH YOUR DONATION UP TO $5,000!!! 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

H.E.R.O. has received a $5,000 matching grant to help make our dream trip to Las Vegas 
possible!  Every dollar you donate will be matched dollar for dollar up to $5,000 to give us 
a grand total of $10,000!  Visit www.theheroacademy.org today to help our four scholar 
athletes enjoy the trip of a lifetime! 

Las Vegas Trip Budget  
 

DESCRIPTION QUANTITY COST TOTAL 

Plane Ticket 4 $500 $2,000 

Tennis Training 4x8 Weeks $150/Week $4,800 

Rental Car 1x2 months $500/Month $1,000 

Housing 1x2 months $1,500/Month $3,000 

Food and Drinks 8 weeks $275/Week $2,200 

TOTAL   $13,000 
 

 



 

 

H.E.R.O. STARTS A NEW TENNIS PROGRAM 

H.E.R.O. recently partnered with the Haiti Tennis Federation 
and the Olympic Center for Hope to implement a new tennis 
program for children displaced after the 7.0 magnitude 
earthquake that devastated Haiti in 2010.  The loss of available 
housing and increasing rent were two factors that motivated 
tens of thousands of families to move one hour north of Port-
au-Prince to the area of Canaran.  Canaran is a desolate and 
dry area that backs up to a series of mountains historically 
known for their dangerous mudslides, lack of drinking water, 
and extreme distance from schools, markets, and job opportunities.   
 
The International Olympic Committee built an amazing facility in this area that includes three 
tennis courts, and H.E.R.O. has committed to providing tennis programs and coaches in 
partnership with the Haiti Tennis Federation.  More than 50 children now participate in H.E.R.O.’s 
tennis programs at the Olympic Center and the program is looking to expand in April, welcoming 
an additional 50 children between the ages of 6-8 years old.  In partnership with the Haiti Tennis 
Federation and the Olympic Center, the goal is to build character and develop the academic and 
athletic capacities in this new group of kids, creating a pipeline so they have the opportunity to 
earn scholarships to colleges and universities in the United States.     
 
 

H.E.R.O. PRESIDENT ELECTED TO THE FHT 

During the past five years the Federation Haitienne de Tennis (Haiti Tennis Federation) has been 
defunct.  They had implemented zero tournaments, developed zero players, and operated zero 
tennis programs across the country.  This all changed last October when a new Executive 
Committee was elected, including our very own H.E.R.O. President, Dr. Steven Kirby.  As the 
National Technical Director, Dr. Kirby’s role is to develop the game of tennis across all of Haiti, at 
all levels.  This includes junior development programs, facility construction and repair, tournament 
site selection and implementation, coaches training, and the facilitation of any programs affiliated 
with the International Tennis Federation. 
 

In less than six months the new Haiti Tennis 
Federation has implemented 4 national 
tournaments, 2 trainings for coaches, sent a 
Junior Davis Cup team to the Dominican 
Republic, and received a $100,000 facility 
development grant from the ITF.  The Haiti Tennis 
Federation has become the most active sports 
federation in all of Haiti and looks forward to 
becoming one of the best operated federations in 
the entire Caribbean.  Learn more at their new 
website, www.tennishaiti.com. 

 
 



 

MEET MARC: H.E.R.O.’S NEWEST SCHOLAR ATHLETE 
 
Marc started playing tennis at the age of 6, training weekly at the 
Arcahaie Tennis Club north of Port-au-Prince.  His talent was clearly 
evident, earning him a spot at the prestigious Haiti Sports Academy 
run by the Minister of Sports.  After training for several years and 
representing Haiti during a team competition in El Salvador, financial 
resources for the Haiti Sports Academy dried up, leaving Marc and 
many other tennis players in limbo.  Marc returned to his home in 
Arcahaie to live with his mother, his father having passed away before 

he was even born.  By this time the 
tennis situation in Haiti had become 
critical, the Arcahaie Tennis Club 
was barely functioning, and there 
were no junior competitions or 
sponsors to help Marc continue his dreams of being a tennis 
player.  After 5 years of not playing tennis, Marc joined the 
H.E.R.O. Academy, hoping to reignite his passion for tennis and 
put his talent to good use.  After training for just a few months, 
Marc won the National Championship for his category!  Marc’s 
goal is to improve his English and grades in school to have an 

opportunity to join the H.E.R.O. International Travel Team.  H.E.R.O. is excited to have Marc as 
our newest Scholar Athlete and we want to help him achieve his dream of becoming a talented 
tennis player.   
 

HAVE YOU EVER SEEN SNOW? 

 

As the athletic capabilities of our scholar athletes continue to 
improve on a daily basis we have become much more focused 
on finding opportunities outside of Haiti to train and participate in 
high level tennis tournaments.  Jude and Robenson were 
awarded 90-day visas to the United States and joined Gary, Billy, 
and Coach Steve for six weeks in Ft. Lauderdale for intensive 
training and competition.  Ft. Lauderdale becomes the mecca of 
tennis competitions during the month of December, culminating 
with the Junior Orange Bowl for the top-ranked players around 
the world.  While the H.E.R.O. scholar athletes did not participate in this particular tournament, 
they had the privilege of competing in 5 warm-up tournaments that included competitors from 

Japan, Brazil, China, Mexico, and many more countries.  These 
tournaments were supplemented by four additional USTA 
weekend tournaments that resulted in a total of nine tournaments 
being played in just six weeks.  If you ask the kids, however, the 
highlight of the trip was one week of vacation in Reno, NV for 
Christmas!  Besides being showered with Christmas gifts and lots 

Child Sponsorship 
 

For $35 a month, you can 

make a meaningful impact 

in the life of a child in 

Haiti.  To learn more about 

sponsoring a child, visit 

www.theheroacademy.org 
 



of great food they even had the chance to try skiing and see snow for the first time ever!  Haiti 
bobsled team anyone?            

  

ROBENSON REPRESENTS HAITI AT THE JDC 

The Junior Davis Cup is a team 
competition for countries around 
the world sponsored by the 
International Tennis Federation.  
Each country is allowed to select 
three players and H.E.R.O.’s 
very own Robenson Narcisse 
was selected for the Haiti Junior 
Davis Cup Tennis Team!  The 
Haiti Tennis Federation held a 
difficult and competitive pre-
selection process whereby the 

best 16 and under players trained and competed over a 
four-week period in the capital of Haiti.  Players were 
selected based upon their character, academic 
achievement, and tennis abilities.  Robenson traveled with 
two other players from Haiti along with Coach Francky St. 
Louis for one week of hard-fought tennis battles in the 
Dominican Republic.  During the week Robenson met and 
played against players from Puerto Rico, Curacao, 
Guatemala, and Honduras.  Robenson maintains one 
more year of eligibility for next year’s Junior Davis Cup 
Competition, and we hope to see him representing Haiti 
once again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For more information visit us on the web: www.haitihero.org 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@haitihero.org. 

Online Donations 
Online donations can be made on 
our website www.haitihero.org. 
Donations can be one-time or 
recurring, and are tax-deductible 
in the United States. 

 

Mail in a Donation 
If you would prefer to donate by 
mail, you can send a check made 
out to H.E.R.O. to: 
     
    H.E.R.O. 
    P.O. Box 480820 
    Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33348 

 

Donate Items 
We are always in need of 
donations in the form of books, 
school supplies, new clothes for 
the children, etc.  For a more 
comprehensive list, e-mail 
info@haitihero.org.  All donations 
can be sent to our address in 
Florida. 
 

Housing, Education, and Rehabilitation 

of Orphans is a registered tax-exempt 

501(c)(3) Public Charity in the U.S.A. 



To remove your name from our mailing list, please send an e-mail to info@haitihero.org. 
 


