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H.E.R.O. SPONSORS TENNIS TOURNAMENTS 

When you think of Haiti, tennis is definitely not the first image that comes to 
mind.  In a country suffering from extreme poverty, it is difficult to imagine that 
tennis even has a place in such difficult circumstances.  But, that’s exactly what 
is happening.  Housing, Education, and Rehabilitation of Orphans (H.E.R.O.), in 
partnership with the St. Louis Tennis Foundation have begun two high-quality 
tennis programs for the youth of Haiti.  We understand the importance of sports 
in the lives of youth, and the many qualities that it teaches, including self-
discipline, respect, health, and teamwork.  To 
that end, H.E.R.O. has sponsored two tennis 
tournaments this year.  Teams from all over 

Haiti have attended both tournaments, providing an opportunity for 
young tennis players to play competitively, in a safe and fun 
environment.  Over 150 children between the ages of 10 and 18 have 
participated thus far and we are hoping to secure funding to sponsor 
additional tournaments throughout the year.  If you would like to 
donate tennis equipment or sponsor a tournament please contact 
H.E.R.O. to find out more about how you can help us bring tennis to 
the children of Haiti. 

OUR NEW VEHICLE ARRIVES 

Transportation at the H.E.R.O. House just got a little more 
comfortable with the purchase of a 2002 Chevy Tahoe.  This 
4-wheel drive vehicle allows us to travel anywhere in Haiti—
whether we have mountains to climb or rivers to cross.  Our 
other vehicle is unable to traverse the rough roads to 
Maniche where we are building the H.E.R.O. Youth 
Development Academy, and the arrival of the Tahoe means 
that we no longer need to rent a vehicle for trips to Maniche.  
The children of H.E.R.O. are especially happy that two adults 
and all the children fit comfortably into the vehicle, making 
beach days and other field trips much easier to organize.  
Transportation is often one of the most challenging aspects 
of life in Haiti, so having a reliable vehicle that comfortably 
fits everyone has been a true blessing. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 

At H.E.R.O. we have always known that our children are sources of 
untapped potential.  This is one of the main reasons I chose to 
become an educator, to provide as many children as possible with the 
opportunity to succeed in life, in whichever and whatever domain they 
choose.  It is the cold, sad, and unjust reality of this world that there 
are too many children that will never reach their full potential, simply 
because the mechanisms that currently exist in this world fail to 
provide those opportunities for far too many children. 
 
It is in this spirit, that H.E.R.O.’s mission to help the children in our 
care is to not only provide food and a place to sleep, but more 
importantly, to help each child reach their full potential.  Founded by 
educators, H.E.R.O. has always placed a priority on academic 
achievement, and our children have risen to that challenge.  On the 
most recent trimester exams our children performed exceptionally, 
with Dayanna, Billy, Gary, and Jude earning the highest scores on 
their exams, and Robenson earning the second highest in fourth 
grade, just a few points behind Jude.  Our children are rising to their potential, and seizing the 
opportunity that has been provided.  We are so very proud of their achievements! 
 
While academics are our highest priority, we have been blessed with additional opportunities to expand 
the talents and potential of our children.  Thanks to Herby Fremont, our chess program sponsor, he has 
arranged for the four-time Haiti National Chess Champion to provide weekly chess lessons.  In fact, this 
month all of our children will participate in the annual school competition.  Furthermore, thanks to Coach 
Frantz, in less than 9 months our children have gone from never setting foot on a tennis court to 
intermediate players capable of competing with some of the top junior tennis players in Haiti.  
Additionally, as a result of Dan Kasnick’s efforts and hard work to build a ping-pong table for the 
H.E.R.O. House, each and every one of our children can play ping-pong at a high level.  A special thanks 
goes to our Vice-President, Michele Deardorff, who every Saturday morning taps the artistic talent of our 
kids, teaching techniques from symmetry to shading.  In all of these areas, the H.E.R.O. children have 
put in maximum effort, taking advantage of the opportunities provided.  It is truly a sight to behold! 
 
I personally struggle, however, with choosing which activities our children should explore and 
experience.  It has been my experience that no matter what we expose them to, they continually excel at 
a high level.  Should we be teaching our children how to play a musical instrument?  Should they spend 
more time on vocational programs such as plumbing and tailoring versus sports and art?  What areas 
would be most beneficial to help advance their lives, especially here in Haiti, where one must be a jack of 
all trades and a master of none in order to simply survive?  Regardless, we know at H.E.R.O. that we will 
continue moving forward, providing every opportunity possible for our children to become more 
knowledgeable, experienced, and talented in a variety of domains.  And if you want to share your 
expertise with us, you are always welcome to visit the H.E.R.O. House.  You can help us fill in the gaps, 
and help our children achieve unparalleled results in their lives.  We can do this! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steven M. Kirby, Ed.D  
 
 

 



 
H.E.R.O. WELCOMES NEW CHILDREN! 

JUDE DESIR: Jude Desir grew up in rural Haiti, in a town called 

Cavaillon.  He lived a simple life with his family, going to school, fetching 
water, and playing soccer.  He did much to help the family meet their basic 
needs—he cooked, washed dishes, and helped tend the garden while his 
parents worked to make ends meet.  Each morning Jude was sent to fetch 
water.  As they were unable to afford to purchase water from the pump in 
their village, they had to rely on the kindness of their neighbors and hope 
that they had enough water to spare.   
 
When Jude was nine, his father became ill, and although they brought him 
to the hospital, the surgery was unsuccessful and he passed away.  Just 

one year later, it was his mother who 
became sick.  She went to the local 
doctor, but he was unable to diagnose 
her illness.  As time went on, she grew sicker and sicker but had no 
money to travel and get a second opinion.  Two months after she 
became ill, Jude’s mother died.  Shortly after his mother’s funeral, 
Jude and his brother joined the H.E.R.O. family.  Jude is in the 
fourth grade and loves studying French and math.  Full of energy, 
he also enjoys running outside and making up games with the other 
young children at the H.E.R.O. House.  Jude is a sweet and earnest 
boy and has eagerly adapted to his new surroundings.   

 
GARY DESIR: Gary Desir was born in Cite Soleil, the most dangerous 
slum in Port-au-Prince.  Overwhelmed by violence during the political 
uprisings of 2004, the family fled to the countryside and settled in a small 
town called Cavaillon.  In order to support the large family of seven, Gary’s 
father traveled to Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic where he 
found a job as a property caretaker.  To supplement his income, Gary’s 
mother had a small business selling rice and oil, and the family kept a 
garden.  Although it was difficult, the family made sure they had enough 
money to send Gary and his siblings to school.  Gary was making 
preparations to take the national sixth grade exam when his father became 
ill.  They performed surgery at the hospital in Santo Domingo, but the 
disease had progressed too far.  Unable to travel home, he called his 
family and said goodbye.  With their father’s death, life became difficult for 
the Desir family financially as well as emotionally.  They were no longer 
able to consistently pay for the children to attend school.  There were 
many days when Gary was sent home because his mother had not yet been able to pay the quarterly 
fees for his education.  His seventh grade year ended with yet another tragedy—his mother’s death.   
 
The tennis coach for the children at the H.E.R.O. Residence for Orphans is a friend of the Desir family, 
so when he found out the boys had been orphaned, he put H.E.R.O. in contact with their family.  Now, 
Gary and his younger brother live at the H.E.R.O. House.  He enjoys playing tag and chess with the 
other children, and from the first day he was eager to help with chores around the house.  Gary is coping 
with the loss of his parents, and although he is still grieving, he is happy and hopeful now that his life has 
regained security.  
  

 

Child Sponsorship 
 

For $35 a month, you can 

make a meaningful impact 

in the life of an orphan in 

Haiti.  To learn more about 

sponsoring a child, visit 

www.haitihero.org/sponsor 
 

http://www.haitihero.org/woldjimy.html
http://www.haitihero.org/woldison.html
http://www.haitihero.org/sponsor


  

RETURNING HOME 

Ten years ago H.E.R.O. President Steven Kirby met Carl 
Jeune, a then middle school student originally from Haiti, who 
was working hard to gain a quality education in the United 
States.  It was Steven’s connection with Carl that inspired his 
first visit to Haiti in 2009, and it was Steven’s visit to Haiti that 
motivated Carl to return to his country of birth after being away 
for 20 years.  Carl was excited to return to Haiti and contribute 
to the work that H.E.R.O. is doing in his home country.  He had 
the chance to talk with the children about the importance of 
education and taking advantage of the opportunities that 
H.E.R.O. provides.  As a testament to Carl’s hard work in the 
U.S., he graduated from St. Vincent’s College in May, earning 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Public Relations.  Carl looks forward to 
starting his career and continuing to partner with H.E.R.O. to 
provide additional opportunities for the children we serve. 

 

ART EDUCATION 

The weekdays at the H.E.R.O. 
House are busy with studies and 
sports, but every Saturday morning 
the children spend a few hours 
exploring their creativity with art 
class.  Art history, technique, and 
personal expression are all 
incorporated into the curriculum.  
The children experiment with 
different media, textures, and 

perspectives.  They also learn about influential artists and 
practice using their styles.  At H.E.R.O., we recognize the importance of incorporating art education into 
our program, especially when the rote schooling system teaches students to memorize, copy, and recite.  
Art class is a time where our children are encouraged to use their imaginations, share their perspectives, 
and celebrate their individuality. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
For more information visit us on the web: www.haitihero.org 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at info@haitihero.org or call 888-315-HERO.  
To remove your name from our mailing list, please send an e-mail to info@haitihero.org. 

 

“Every child is an artist”  
~Pablo Picasso 

Online Donations 
Online donations can be made on 
our website www.haitihero.org. 
Donations can be one-time or 
recurring, and are tax-deductible 
in the United States. 

 

Mail in a Donation 
If you would prefer to donate by 
mail, you can send a check made 
out to H.E.R.O. to: 
     
    H.E.R.O. 
    P.O. Box 480820 
    Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33348 

 

Donate Items 
We are always in need of 
donations in the form of books, 
school supplies, new clothes for 
the children, etc.  For a more 
comprehensive list, e-mail 
info@haitihero.org.  All donations 
can be sent to our address in 
Florida. 
 

Housing, Education, and Rehabilitation 

of Orphans is a registered tax-exempt 

501(c)(3) Public Charity in the U.S.A. 
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